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2101 L St . , !iW #205 
Washington, D.C. 3QO§7 



Dear &£& s 

While this is an update for you and JJjb re 3ebr®/King I do aot forgo age ooasBsnts 
On ay learning about how hard I am to get along with* I keep tearing it in generalities, 
yesterday from Walter who ia oblivious to his own bad behavior with ne. I was not as 
pointed aa I could have been, less than I should have been* and I don’t know if what 
I waa trying to tell Mn will get through to bin if is thlnfea about it. 

Prior to the first seating, with his and Roberta I discussed a reformulation of the 
nsw King book with ’'in and ■*'03 Payne. We agreed in genaal on a simply structure. When 
Jio and I set with Walter and Roberta they said they liked it. They wanted to see what 
* have to support whati 2 say so they agreed to ceae down with Seller and house counsel, 
J er*y. They tfasgr got their dates nixed up and wasted two mare week® getting vanadate 
around to that. They - said they were impressed, that they had never dreamed about such. 
i backstopping for any book. 

I 

| We talked about other works, those of which you know, inhere was such excitement 

j§ that Walter offered me ad deal for this and three sore book, the second three to be 

delivered within a year. 2 ootid net accept jtbis and did not. * gav» him « partial 
ca.pl am ti on. X gave £ts tbs rest yaateryda* He then admitted that ay refusing to accept 
the contract be offered ms was in his interest* When X declined it when they were here 
he abruptly switched to we'd da tbs first and see how we get along. X agreed. He asked 
as ska t 2 want and £ said 320-325,000 advance and help, an assistant and an editor. It 
ia sy rMOllectten this was more or lees agreed to at the 320,000 figure and that they 
had only me ^usatien, could (Seller he hurt, ease on the book but ease as whether he'd 
have to be detached. X told then ! wanted to plan the bosk with then and they Said they'd 
be la touch. X told Valter X was in much that * would net just drop but that the minute 
£ g&h a caatraat X i£Q&Mp that I*& posh to clean anything I could up* 

Vesfcs pans with no word. A phono, is is apologetic. 1 say when will se ait down and 
*j ths book. 11 bs basic to ae the Itext day. t does not happen. Finally, when I here 

trsnsportatim problem® » icy ride's wife's pregnancy — be tells me dewn't worry, they'll 
| ooe® hers is n&cessary. Finally it is act up for yesterday. 

In tbs time he's wasted I could have completed a draft. 

We start talking yesterday and he is ecstatic about another book. X should write a 
■1 fisst-person me saying how great 1 m» 1 decline. He explains further end it is less 

| objectionable, still further explanations and 1 say it can he a worthwhile book but tb§t 

I will not write it, 1*11 co-author it. % this tin® it is clear he is waving tinsel. It 
would be & great book if X include a few of the Sing documents X showed them, X refuse 
and say X*o there to talk about a *iag hook, that 2 think Itbhhaa unprecedented potential* 
that we were to hare gotten tup together to {dm it and still have not. So he bucks off 
this scrimshaw but with emspdeueus lack of enthusl&as. 

Sonias;; koterta never says anything she was sued ia to this interpretation, than, 
earlier or both. She had nothing to say. Here X am saying that A have more than anyone 
os n use, tell so what you rent so X can do what you Want and X still have so answer. So 
X tell them host X visualise it and they agree. *hi3 is where it coses out that everyone 
Walter talke d to tell Mb X an impossible to get along with. They have beat toying for all 
there months, are never as good as their word, 2 ea patient with all their childish gases 
with a serious subject, 1 give them carta blanche on content and editing and 1 an hard 
to get slang with. 



He mentioned no name® and I naked none. 

wi*h ^hJ iT 4 ** *“1°™ by all my supposed friends that if I ever heard this one time 
with axtribtrfcicw tbs one to whoa it is attributed sill never forget It^TW, M f 

on® abotr. whom I cannot thcfe off a miaous record, lad I dll, bellow aa. “ 

- rstfssr *— * *““»«* 

- - fl <» failings, net ttMQwmnly the Baa© failings reposted oror and ov©r 0 

If wa oan;t Indo the past I'm not reliving it as now 1'® being f osoed ttith Salter . 
JEo» I'm in a Mad entirely of Valter's making, probably at least parttalilv 

38 1 ^V*®’ ** *** •** -^SS^SaSSiT 

would develop. I could see erase. There have been others. 

^ Imr mask about the great accaespliehsraits of others if I do not «we A1 t *m +„ 

iJIl-S "* *5" — * « l^-dnoea. But *hsn I Hs^S ^ 

*?“? says to pay sfcet for mo are considerable easts. 2»va about ©leaned iut shat mmninn 
il 2?«£/? f ° r *“ %^tovn property and I have to do s^tS *X «.?«»* SE?" 

S* * ete * ********* costa, ones it is poet, if there is rot fSaSt 

S ean^Tte^^’ 75 ^* Sh * re "*• ° £ ceu3fee » othe7 ■**«■ that 

t J at t ?® nks *° *M»r and Mo vacillations and the influence all my 
25JJl < S S^iT a Uttle ***i® *«* to what he hWaaLd. 

back and baa hold ofXiaS 2*? ” " * **** 1 **1* tew Until ^ 

^ *bat I did to eliminate problems. It i 3 act only to give than 

S it* 6 ™ thSn ff^* 1 arraa ^ i ^ both “as and Sward for 

^ at »«* i*v&J and Tor oia Sanrahan to edit - all w™* 

fdVt-rl oopy sat# t. 2obrtt* If ytw do. t k?.m aha he ms Stats editor of the foot until" 

£ *"«■"£■ »*■**• *!*• da »o flrSd fm oJwortlo, th. 

Madia* . it oat. oat of tho moMh. hat th.tpor.oo ata^Th^^ 
tide *«•-.»« wu tou » 

substance I tell yon only that we have never had anything like tMea' i'Lwt '.hnim 
alfer and ids people anpugfe hut very little. I have copies duplicated out of a y i»ss«asiaa. 
" ELS «valaati® ask -in. I have not authorised him SttllMjwe vhS E jf 

Ms -r.-. 1 - tJ: f 8 ii 1 i aA f *° ***** wi *at lane has done to you and w ia in 

istroity it is important for both of you for me to have this cut as peon as pos ible. 

«ai ££ S 1 ,^ i * UTOr 8 °° OT to *“• 1 «** 

Valter wants an outline and & sample chapter. Because it sill taka imm#. v-- „ «~*- t 

S P tTtL2^Sf tSe S,l rS 0e f d t f + ff tr0da0tiCB * ^ aot want that^S ee^s 

T ^ 13 n ° t But I also have no etouca b.ceues 2 can't 

Sny people ha^S^^LT tellBhit 80 

^2 t^ S cLr n i I w^ *y tT l , w t aait8r * ea2iy 4093 *» w * |* Is m 

condiuon it ia not wise for me to havm another b^ towS^f iS f ^ - 

.or me to take •*. for fro. other 9 od/ 1^ hn^ S £l & Z^ 



end tbs en«hang 4ri g dilletantes are the reason. 

I can't explain Walter in this. It mates no sense. If there mere metlt to any of 
his shifting supposed reasons a nominal expenditure mould eliminate them. 

he supposedly wants hooka that can bring him prestige. I leave you with your am 
description of yours. I’m sure you mere honest in wtot you talc. us. If Ksmtor s is 
good it will not he really significant. JtaBeraald's, in spite of what tbay may tell you, 
they tecw mas a fate when they did it. Se you toll ise why he has been spanning ®y 
wheels for aa all this tine with a woifck of such solid! dy It cannot bu imegined. 

If I correctly undarartool something he suggested he also has other crap in his gut, 

1 don't te wtose book o. Ant aspect. 

Meanwhile, as I told ida yesterday, I know of other shit book© he has been offered. 

I told bin of lif tea's and Chastain's and ha saw X know what I va: talking about. I do 
believe that whan he has other works under ccnaiSerdtioa stalling s® and shifting 

around and not keeping his word ate not encouraging. 

So while I am impressed by M«, find him to be an able man, a pleasant one, I 
have questions, -to talks one way and goes another, ^e appears not to have any interest 
in meaningful work regardless of what ha says. 

The now era? he prists the les> chance there will be for serious work, oven if he 
manages to money from crap. I do not expect a repetition of KeDonald and if tha 
work is bad enough I aay not be silent about it* 

It is possible to simplify this, to say that when you have set on© publisher 
you have not them all. bo ha is another publisher, regardless of what he says about 
himself. "coking at it this way he is no worse than others, ted I neither want to publish 
■yself nor sail books out myself. Even if the only ones of ay books that have not done 
wall are those others published. So I'll do aa he asks a® soon aa I can and hop© that 
the affects of the bug* that bit hia will wear off. 

tftiaa he was here Salter was so excited about Agent Oswald he wanted that first. 

Kcs he is not S£z talking about it. 

What ho i? doing to me, if he goes ahead, la saddling ste with the burden of all th© 
era? to has under contract and in Bind. If tbay do not do well end hs does not do well 
1*11 to prying for it. Incredibly to cannot realise ha is talking about crap. 

~> 0 I m unha ppy abput 1 Mb situation and morn than unhappy about all the ixo&j 
lousy thing s being — * » « « said about me because x* they a&s hurting not m but what I eaa 
do or it seams sow arm try to do. If this eacJU ba undone it had better not to repeated 
by anyone not prepared to say It to ay foes. Whether it is presently a factor or is not 
I csn.fi £ to sara. It ia baiter's explicit "explanation." What It has meant on the 3111 
aiiould fee paiixfuX to snjo-ne of d^c^nt concuss.* 

With all of Walter's shifting he may shift again. If we go forward on this perhaps 
it >111 mean that I can have an assistant, sen to more effeedeat. Can do a or®. 

In any event I hope that those who think they know iso can understand tbr.t it in 
tee seal ms that would have nothing te do with his attractive offer of an easy ego- 
trip* nationwide attention and all that goes with it. AH I really want to do ii what 
I have frets tto first, not what others invent and eone to believe. 

Aa I told Aathy, this tin© I say have to tangle with tone. Much aa I'd enjoy it 
the only reason I'd do it is because it is necessary* Meanwhile I'll do nothing to dis- 
courage any of his appearances, any promotions for his terrible , stuff and any of the 
copies of ping * and stories or tapes I may get. In. tto end tfaey^li help. I think your 
interest will to eervnd by getting tapes of his two recent appearances on. tbs Jerry 
"illisjss show, one with Cohen and ttftcsi end a later one from Palm geoch, by phone. 

Sinoorely, 



